WORDPRESS

BUILDING
WEBSITES

EDUCATE... DECORATE... FASCINATE!



What is WordPress?

Software you can use to create a blog or
website

Open source, so it is free
Most popular blog software on the internet
Constantly being developed and updated




Why Use WordPress for Your
Christmas Website?

Very easy to install
Lots of add ons and features
Many Christmas themes already available

Integration with other social media is readily
available

— Twitter

— Facebook
— YouTube
— Vimeo




What are We Going to do Today?

Install WordPress from scratch on a webserver
Configure the basic setup

Add some plugins and widgets
Create a Guestbook

Configure a Contact Form

Create a map to our show

Add some content

Add some social media interaction
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Let’s Back Up

hat is a plugin?

nat is a widget?

nat is a contact form?
nat is a guest book?

nat is social media interaction?




Let’s Get To It

First we setup or webhost. I've configured
this part already
http://christmas.ronstarnet.com

Configure our MySQL database

Download the WordPress software from
http://www.wordpress.org =1

Upload the software to the website

Edit our config.php file (tells WordPre .-
database to use and our passwords) | ==~




Run the Installation Script

 Point your web browser to your site, in our
chase http://christmas.ronstarnet.com

e Fill out some basic
site information

 Click the
Install WordPress Button
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Welcome

aoMe doeUMEntalon atyour
able and power

welcor
lelsure.
personal p g platform in tha world

Information needed

Please pravida the following informatian. Don‘t warry, you can always change these sefings later

Site Title Christmas Ronstarnet

Usemame admin

Usernames can have ony alphanumeric characters, spaces, Underscores, hyphens, periods and the @
symbal

Password, twice | eeeseens

A password wil be

automslically generates] | seeesens

for you i you leave thés

biark Medium

Hint: Tha password should b ot least seven characters lang. To make f strongar, uzs upper and lowar cass

Ietters, numbers and symeols lke 175 % 44 ).

Your E-mail reallison@gmail.com

Doubls-check your email address before coriiruing

%) Allaw ry site to appesr in search engines like Google and Technorat

Install WordPress



Login to Your WordPress Site

* Login with admin and &) wornPress
your chosen password

Pasgwaord

e Check out the Dashboard - |
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Create a User

A good idea to create a user and not use the
Admin on a daily basis

Click the User tab on the left of the screen
Click the Add User button at the top
Fill out your information

Make sure to change your role to
Administrator (that way you can administer
the website with this user)




Install some Christmas Themes

Click on Appearance, Themes
Click the Install Themes tab at the tob
In the search box, type “Christmas”

It should search the internet for you and
provide some options for Christmas themes

Install a few

— Christmas is Near
— Red Christmas
— Christmas 1




Select a Theme

After the themes install
Click the Manage Themes tab
ick Activate under any installed theme

C
Check out your site, |t should have a
Christmas Them S5 o =




Search Google for Themes

e Google WordPress Christmas Themes
e Some nice free Christmas Themes

— Vermillion can be found at
http://wpthemes.amazing-christmas-ideas.com/

— WordPress Christmas Theme by Instashift
http://www.instantshift.com/2009/01/02/wordpr
ess-christmas-vl1l-a-free-wordpress-theme/

(this is the one | use)

e Download them, then upload to your site




Add Some Posts

Select Posts

Our Christmas Lights Website

Welcome to our wehsite about our Christrnas Light Shiow, The lights will be corming on the day after
C e W Tharksaiving in 2011,

Qe E 9P Readwe o

Add a Title
Type in what you would like to say

Click the blue publish button on the right to
save and publish your post

Check out your website




Add a Map to Your House

Go to maps.google.com, put in your address

Click the link button on the upper right side of
the page, copy the = -©
“Paste HTML to embed in website” link

Add a New Page

Add a Title, Map to Our Display
Click the HTML tab

Paste in the URL and Publish




How to Embed Video

Embedding Video on a WordPress site is very
easy

Find your video URL Wt
Click Posts, Add New
Add a Title for your post
Select the HTML tab
Paste in your video URL

Save it, WordPress does the rest




Install/Configure some Plugins

e First Activate Akismet, it will help with spam

— You have to register for an API key, very easy to
do just follow the instructions §™.%

e Search the WordPress
plugin directory

@WRDE[ IR . . py ; .




Good Plugins to Start With

e Clean-Contact
— Nice and easy contact form for your website

e Social Media Widget

— Allows you to configure links for your various
social media accounts like Twitter, Facebook, etc.

e Gwolle-GB
— An easy to use Guest Book

e HL Twitter
— Easily add your Twitter feed to your site




Configure Clean-Contact

e Download it and copy it to your plugins
directory

e Activate it under Plugins
e Click the Pages Tab and create a new page

. . |_]__'_ Edit Page addnew
with title Contact Form .
o Contact Form
. C | I C k t h e H T IVI L ta b Permalink: hitp:ichristrmas ronstarnet comi¥page_id=91 Change Permalinks
Uploadfing A 3

Type in [clean-contact]




Try Your Contact Form

* Go to your main webpage

011 | Edit

* Click on Contact Form Tab ...

Contact Form
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Setup a Guest Book

 Download the Gwolle-GB plugin
e Copy it to your plugins directory

&Y WorpPrESs ok

e Activate the plugin

* Create a New Page
— Title it Guest Book
— Add [gwolle-gb] to the HTML tab

e Save it

e Check out your guest book




Sidebar Widgets

e What is a Sidebar Widget

— Drag and drop available widgets to your sidebar
— Configure any available parameters

— Automatically activated

— They show up on your website as menu items

* Many available on the WordPress Site




Setup Social Media Widget

Download the Social Media Widget

Copy to your plugins directory

Activate the plugin Follow Us!
Configure the plugin O UE -

— Go to Appearance, Plugins
— Make sure the Social Media Widget is in Sidebar 1

— Click the down arrow on the Social Media Widget
— Enter your Social Media Information




Add Your Twitter Feed

e Lots of ways to do this, but | like the plugin
HL Twitter Feed —

* Download and install the plugin - zueese

¥ 2010 Lights are On: The lights are an for

20101 1 forget every year how much work

° L]
* Activate the plugin
& maonths ago

b Another Test: Still testing, please

* Creates its own menu tab

e Select Users, Add your Twitter name
* |[mport tweets
e Check out your Twitter Feed




Website Links

WordPress

— www.wordpress.org

WordPress Plugin Directory

— www.wordpress.org/extend/plugins

WordPress Embeding videos information

— Codex.wordpress.org/Embeds

Hostgator — good web hosting

— www.hostgator.com




Questions

Q&A
Contact me: ron@ronallison.com

Website: www.christmasingreatwood.com

Thanks for your time




